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   ABOUT CHARLOTTE COUNTRY DAY 

Founded in 1941, Charlotte Country Day School is one of the largest independent coeducational college pre-

paratory schools in the region and one of the 20 largest in the continental U.S.—serving approximately 1,700 

students in junior kindergarten through grade 12. Highly regarded for the rigor of its academic program and 

the breadth of its offerings in the arts, athletics, community service, and leadership, Country Day is notewor-

thy for a long tradition of positioning itself at the forefront of K-12 education. Country Day was the first 

school in North Carolina to offer English as a Second Language (ESL). It has offered the International Bacca-

laureate Diploma Program (IB) in the Upper School since 1992. Country Day also delivers a broad‐based in-

ternational studies curriculum that is integrated across disciplines and grade levels.   

 

At Country Day, academic rigor is balanced by com-

munity service and athletic, artistic, and extracurricular 

endeavors. As partners in our students success, our goal 

is to shape confident, healthy, well-rounded adults who 

are comfortable and successful in diverse settings—

individuals of honor, integrity, and purpose who are 

ready to make significant contributions to society. 

 

Country Day students are an eager, able, diverse,  

friendly, and stable group that each year counts many 

“lifers” among the graduating class. 19.3 percent are  

persons of color, and the student body this year includes 

212 students from 55 countries. Country Day graduates are regularly welcomed at the nation’s most selective 

institutions of higher education. Last year’s graduating class was offered a record-breaking $11.9M in merit 

scholarships. Members of the Class of 2020 are enrolled at 62 colleges and universities, including Amherst, 

Brown, Dartmouth, Duke, Cornell, Georgetown, Rice, Vanderbilt, Virginia, among others. The class included 

eight National Merit Finalists, eight National Merit Semifinalists, and 12 Commended Scholars.  

 

Among the signature strengths of the school is a faculty that is highly professional, deeply committed, and 

very experienced—with an average tenure of 12 years at Country Day. Students and parents deeply appreci-

ate both the expertise and the nurturing approach of the teachers. The faculty, in turn, speak highly of a 

school culture that honors their professionalism and encourages innovation in pursuit of excellence. A robust 

professional development program includes faculty participation in seminars and conferences, visits to other 

schools, visits by experts to Country Day, and competitive annual grants funding professional and personal 

growth experiences throughout the world. 

 

The esteem in which the school is widely held is reflected in exceptionally low attrition rates among both 

families and faculty, as well as high indicators of constituent satisfaction in regularly administered surveys. 

Learn more about us at: charlottecountryday.org 

Our Mission 
Through excellence in education, Charlotte 

Country Day School develops the potential of 

each student by fostering intellectual  

curiosity, principled character, ethical leader-

ship, and a responsibility to serve. 



   CAMPUS AND FACILITIES 

The school is located on 117 acres on two campuses. The 

Upper and Lower Schools are situated on the Cannon 

Campus. The Middle School occupies its own space, the 

Bissell Campus, approximately four miles away.  

 

Charlotte, a lively city with a metropolitan population  

of 2.6 million residents, has been ranked as the nation’s 

most livable communities. With its highly educated work-

force, Charlotte hosts more than 300 of the Fortune 500 

companies, several of which have headquarters in the area. 

 

Both campuses are attractive with numerous gardens  

and outdoor gathering areas, as well as several newly 

opened academic spaces. Our Upper School campus has 

been compared to the feel of a small college. School facili-

ties include 3 libraries, 18 science labs, and all students 

have their own computing devices. Students and faculty 

have high speed wireless access to the Internet from all 

classrooms, computer labs, libraries, and administrative 

offices. Approximately 2,000 computers are in curricular 

use school-wide, and faculty members have school‐

subsidized laptops.  

 

Country Day has transformed its Cannon Campus over  

the past five years, recently completing a record-breaking 

campaign that raised $92.5 million. New facilities include 

a state-of-the-art math and science center, new student 

center and dining spaces, two new libraries, new After 

School Center, and two new makerspaces. In winter 2022, 

we will open a new natatorium and athletics performance 

gymnasium. 

 

Learn more about our campuses: charlottecountryday.org/

admissions/our-campus 

 

 

FAST FACTS 

Founded: 1941 
Location: Two campuses totaling 117 
acres in Charlotte, NC 
2020-2021 enrollment: 1,700 
% of student body belonging to ethnic 
minorities: 19.3% 
Full-time faculty: 218, 56% with  
advanced degrees 
Upper School faculty: 77, 70% with  
advanced degrees 
Average faculty tenure: 18 years (10 at 
Country Day) 
Endowment: $50.7 million 
Operating budget: $50 million 
Upper School tuition: $26,020 
Financial aid awarded: $7.1 million 
% of students receiving aid: 22% 
 
Accreditation:  SAIS and SAIS-Cognia 
 
Selected memberships:  
National Association of Independent 
Schools 
North Carolina Association of Independ-
ent Schools 
Cum Laude Society 
International Baccalaureate Diploma  



   ABOUT BUCCANEER ATHLETICS 

The Country Day Buccaneers have a longstanding tradition of excellence in athletics. 

It is not unusual to have 16-18 students per year that pursue athletics at the Division 

I, II, and III collegiate level. We field 72 sports teams in the Middle and Upper Schools. 

Country Day is a member of the North Carolina Independent Schools Athletic Associa-

tion, winning more than 139 state championships since 1973. The school competes  

locally in the Charlotte Independent Schools Athletic Association, playing Cannon 

School, Charlotte Christian School, Charlotte Latin School, Covenant Day School, 

Providence Day School, and a number of larger public high schools.  

 

The 67,000‐square‐foot athletic Fieldhouse on Cannon Campus, built in 2002, includes 

an indoor track, three full‐sized basketball courts, a 3,500‐square‐foot weight room/fitness center, a wrestling 

area, and a sports medicine and rehabilitation center. Additional athletic facilities include a 2,500‐seat out-

door athletic stadium, 12 playing fields, 14 tennis courts, a 4‐lane asphalt track, and an 8‐lane rubberized 

track. New tennis courts and practice fields were completed in 2013 at the Upper School and in 2008 at the 

Middle School.   

The school broke ground this past spring on the Klein Family Natatorium and a new Performance Gymnasi-

um. These new facilities, which will open in winter 2022, will serve students in meaningful ways and cement 

Country Day’s position as a national leader in education. The state-of-the-art performance gym will house 

volleyball, basketball, and wrestling courts for competitions and practices and will seat over 1,000 spectators 

to cheer on our Bucs in those two sports and in wrestling. This facility also adds a new home for our strength 

and conditioning program, a new wrestling/multi-purpose room, a new administrative office suite, modern 

concessions, additional gym storage, and abundant corridor/reception space. 

 

At the Middle School level, team sports begin in seventh grade, including football, soccer, basketball, swim-

ming, tennis, track and field, wrestling, golf, cross-country, baseball, and lacrosse for boys. Field hockey, golf, 

volleyball, soccer, basketball, lacrosse, softball, swimming, tennis, track and field, cross-country, and cheer-

leading for girls. The interscholastic athletic program strives to maximize the number of student-athletes in-

volved while maintaining a quality program. It is designed to be a competitive program while meeting the 

developmental needs of its participants. For teams comprised of seventh graders only, coaches are instructed 

to make every effort to get each child in as many games as possible. For teams comprised of eighth graders or 

combined seventh and eighth graders, playing time is at the discretion of the coach with a focus on quality 

playing time for all in as many games as possible. 

Our rich history in athletics makes this a prime opportunity to take a great program to the next level.  

 

Learn more about us at: charlottecountryday.org/athletics 

 

 



   OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 

The next Athletic Director will join a school that is highly  

respected and functioning well. The new AD should be  

prepared to work with coaches, faculty, and parents to support 

students, serve the mission of the school, and the Athletic  

Department Mission. 

 
PROGRAM PURPOSE 

The Interscholastic Athletics Program at Country Day is built 

on three core principles:  

• Participation: A strong athletics program begins with 

broad participation from a wide range of students. We  

are committed to sponsoring a variety of sports at multiple 

levels, including at least one full-participation sport each 

season. The vast majority of our students participate in at 

least one sport, and many of them try a sport that is new  

to them during their time with us. 

• Development: We believe in Long-Term Athletic Develop-

ment (LTAD) that meets each student in our program wherever they are on their athletic journey and 

provides them with an intentional path forward. In our model, this development refers to sport-specific 

skills, general athleticism, a lifelong love for physical activity, and the leadership skills developed 

through team membership. 

• Achievement: Our student-athletes should strive for a consistently high level of achievement in their 

individual and team endeavors. While we are more focused on process than on results, we are committed 

to the idea that an excellent process positions us for excellent results. Winning is a point of pride for our 

athletes and our school in that it reflects the work we have put in to achieve it.  

By focusing on these three areas in conjunction with each other, we seek to provide students with an athlet-

ics experience that enhances their overall educational journey.  

 

In 2016, the Robert C. Witman Leadership Academy was launched as the centerpiece of our intentional work 

to develop our student-athletes beyond the arena of competition. The Academy is named for Bob Witman, 

who served as Country Day's head football coach for 25 years before retiring from that position in 2014. He 

continues to work in our program as an assistant track and field coach. 
 

The Academy is administered in partnership with the Janssen Sports Leadership Center, a group that has 

been at the forefront of leadership development for student-athletes for the past two decades. Jeff Janssen 

and his team of facilitators have worked with over 250 schools and colleges around the world to deliver pro-

gramming in the areas of leadership, team building, mental toughness, and coaching.  

ATHLETICS FACTS 

• 26 sports with 72 teams  

• 145 coaching positions 

• 90% of students (grades 7-12) 

participate in athletics 

• Average 1,300 athletic contests and 

4,000 practice sessions per year 

(limited in 2020 due to pandemic) 

• Lower and Middle School daily PE 

provides valuable training and  

preparation for very competitive  

interscholastic athletic programs. 



    WHO SHOULD APPLY 

For a position to begin in July 2021, Country Day is seeking an experienced and engaging athletic adminis-

trator with excellent administrative and leadership skills. This is an exceptional opportunity for a talented 

administrator who is eager to play a key role as a member of the senior leadership team at this first‐rate JK‐

12 independent school. The school’s leadership team–12 senior administrators and the Board of Trustees–is a 

stable and well‐functioning group that continues to move the school forward with energy and resolve. Addi-

tionally, the parent body is actively involved in the life of the school building community.   

 

The ideal candidate will offer most or all of the following qualifications and qualities: 

 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

• Solid academic credentials, including an advanced degree, coupled with evidence of a commitment to 

lifelong learning. 

• A strong record of success in, and commitment to athletics and school administration. 

• Knowledge of best practices in athletics and athletic administration. 

• Demonstrated skills in the leadership of a large coaching staff. 

• Ability and eagerness to play an important school‐wide role as a member of the senior leadership team in 

a JK‐12 school. 

• Appreciation for all extra-curriculars as important components of a well‐rounded education. 

• Exceptional communication skills. 

• Knowledge of and comfort with implementing current technology.  

 
LEADERSHIP STYLE 

• An experienced and skilled leader who will respect and support professionalism among coaches and 

trainers. 

• A highly visible and engaged leader who understands the importance of supporting student activities  

and recognizing student achievements. 

• A collaborative, consensus‐building leader who actively solicits input, listens well, communicates with 

inspiration and clarity, and effectively delegates and empowers staff.  

• A proponent of thoughtful innovation who has excellent skills in change management. 

• A proactive leader who is willing to establish and enforce appropriate performance expectations and be-

havioral boundaries for students, parents, and faculty. 

 
PERSONAL QUALITIES 

• Intelligent, reflective, and well spoken. 

• Unpretentious, genuine, and personable. 

• An exemplary role model for both students and adults. 

• Energetic and eager to engage actively with students and parents. 

• Able to make difficult decisions and effectively communicate them to the community.  

• Appreciation for diversity and committed to the goal of maintaining an authentic, inclusive community. 

 
HOW TO APPLY 

Charlotte Country Day School has engaged The Finney Search Group to lead the 

search for our next Athletic Director. All interested parties should send a resume 

and cover letter to:  

https://www.thefinneysearchgroup.com/charlottecountryday-ad-application.  

Applications sent directly to the school will not be considered.  

 
Application Deadline: January 15, 2021 

https://www.thefinneysearchgroup.com/charlottecountryday-ad-application

